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OES/ENP/EN 

DEPT PASS TO EPA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, JA 

SUBJECT: SURVEY ON NITROGENDIOXIDE IN TOKYO 

REF: TOKYO 8808 

1 . RESULTS OF LARGE-SCALE "NITROGEN DIOXIDE SURVEY MOVEMENT" 
CONDUCTED FOR 24 HOURS ON JUNE 3 BY TOKYO LIAISON COUNCIL FOR 
BETTER LIVING ENVIRONMENT (CONSISTING OF 80 CIVIC GROUPS) 

SHOW THAT AVERAGE CONCENTRATION OF NITROGEN DIOXIDE IN 23 
WARDS IN TOKYO WAS 0.06 PPM, OR THREE TIMES AS HIGH AS THE 
NATIONAL AIR QUALITY STANDARD FOR NITROGEN DIOXIDE (0.02 
PPM) AND LALONG HIGHWAY IN SUGINAMI WARD 0.44 PPM. OR MORE 
THAN 20 TIMES THE NATIONAL STANDARD. WAS OBSERVED. THE 
FINDINGS UNDERLINE THE DOMINANT VIEW AMONG JAPANESE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTISTS THAT AUTOMOBILES ARE GREATER 
CONTRIBUTORS THAN INDUSTRIAL PLANTS TO NITROGEN DIOXIDE 
POLLUTION OF THE AIR OVER THE METROPOLITAN AREA. 

2. SURVEY WAS CONDUCTED AS PART OF THIS YEAR'S ENVIRONMENTAL 
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BY A MITI ENGINEER, HAD BEEN ALLOCATED TO ABOUT 14,000 PLACES 
IN TOKYO AND ABOUT 10,000 OF THEM RECOVERED FOR ANALYSIS. 

WITH COOPERATION OF TOKYO METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT, COMPARISON 
WAS MADE BETWEEN FIXED POINT MEASURING DEVICES AND THE SIMPLE 
MEASURING DEVICES AT 2 SURVEY POINTS IN TOKYO TO OBTAIN 
MORE ACCURATE DATA. 

3. LEADERS OF LIASION COUNCIL TOOK THEIR FINDINGS TO JAPAN 
AUTOMOBILES MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION (JAMA) AND ENVIRONMENT 
AGENCY (EA) ON JULY 5 AND APPEALED FOR EARLY IMPLEMENTATION 
OF PROPOSED AUTO EMISSION STANDARDS FOR 1978, LIMITING THE 
AMOUNT OF NITROGEN OXIDE EMISSION TO 0.25 G/KM. 
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